
‘Amplifying and connecting dance in Birmingham and beyond’

COMMISSION FOR DANCE WORK by or with disabled and D/deaf practitioners January 2019
Dance Hub Birmingham is delighted to announce its first artistic commissioning round for dance work by or with disabled and D/deaf people.
Dance Hub Birmingham is committed to developing the work of dance practitioners who are disabled or D/deaf and who want to show their work in the region and beyond.
We are inviting disabled and/or D/deaf dance practitioners who live or work mostly in the West Midlands: Black Country, Birmingham, Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Coventry, and Worcestershire to apply for an artistic commission independently or alongside/in partnership with organisations who support them.
What we are looking for:
The commission will support the creation of new work, that is one or all of the following
· inclusive – naturally including of different disabled lived experiences, physicality and ways of being.
· integrated – that involves both non disabled and disabled or D/deaf people on equal terms.
· disabled or D/deaf led. 
The commission does not have to be disabled or d/Deaf led but it does need to show that it is shaped and informed by disabled or D/deaf people.  Neither does it need to have disability as its theme or content but it may have. 
We will not accept applications if you are an NPO (National Portfolio Organisation)
Making an Application: 
We are asking that you submit an application of 4 sides (if written) or a video/audio  recording of up to 10 minutes to tell us 
· about your ideas and who you are making the work with e.g. choreographers, artists, mentors and advisors.  
· how long you think it will take to make, in a simple project plan.
· how disabled and or D/deaf people are involved 
· the money you need, including access costs: what you want from us and what you hope to provide yourself in a simple budget including the money you expect to get from elsewhere (cash & in kind with dates by which you expect to receive it)*
· your artistic track record including links to your previous work, your website/social media streams or film channels.
· what the commission will mean to you and your career. 
· how it will help Dance Hub’s ambition to develop and profile work in disability and D/deaf dance. 

*How much to apply for:
We cannot fund 100 percent of your idea. We have a total of 30k to award including access costs. We aim to fund more than one commission.
We expect you to find match funding – preferably in cash but share your support in kind too. Tell us if it is confirmed or if you still waiting to hear at the time you apply. 
We imagine some of this match may be access costs that you bring to the project. 

Contacts for more information: 
The deadline for application is at the end of February. We know this isn’t much time so we are happy to have a short conversation by email or mobile including facetime, if you need to talk things through. We cannot however give our opinion on whether your idea is good! Contact:
· Sarah Pickthall on sarah@cuspinc.org 
· applications@culturecentral.co.uk


[bookmark: _GoBack]Submission deadline:
Please submit your final submission by 5pm 28th February 2019. You may deliver your application by email, post or by hand to Gurpreet Bachu, marking it clearly as a commission application to Culture Central, Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, 75 Harborne Road, Birmingham, B15 3DH 
Please email applications to applications@culturecentral.co.uk
Decision making:
We are gathering a panel made up of non disabled and disabled and D/deaf dancers and people who are experts in the field including those who understand the lives and the creative careers disabled and D/deaf people.
We may get in touch whilst making our decision for further information so please give clear contact details. We expect to inform applicants of the outcome by the middle of March 2019

If you are commissioned, we expect that you commit to:
· capture or document your experience(s) and learning via any medium you wish e.g. film, Instagram, blog etc
· share and show your learning with the wider sector, physically and/or digitally, in a format agreed with the Director of Dance Hub Birmingham, this might include attending arts meetings and/or giving presentations about your work
· engage in media, PR, promotional & advocacy opportunities for no additional fee
· show clearly how you spend the money, providing receipts if requested
· evaluate what happens as you develop and make the work
· credit of Dance Hub Birmingham support in a specified format on all publicity & in all PR during the commission period.
· pay Dance Hub royalties from any surplus profits made, which will be determined against scale of investment and scale of work/reach and will be discussed upon successful application.  
About Dance Hub Birmingham
Dance Hub Birmingham is an ambitious sector led initiative to amplify and further develop the region’s position as an international centre of excellence for dance. Supported with strategic investment from Arts Council England, and delivered by Culture Central, Dance Hub Birmingham builds upon the exceptional existing dance ecology of production, performance, community and learning activities delivered by organisations in the West Midlands dance sector. 
Our Core Values
· Collaborative 
· Ambitious
· Transparent
· Transformative
· Diverse
Vision – Birmingham and the West Midlands: The place for dance
By 2030, people in Birmingham and the West Midlands will be excited to participate, watch, create and grow in dance, socially, professionally and commercially, across all locations.  Acting as a beacon across the world professionals will come to the region to live, study and research how the world class dance offer is working here while visitors will come to watch and experience dance.
The current steering committee for Dance Hub Birmingham is comprised of representatives from ACE Dance and Music, Birmingham City University, Birmingham Hippodrome, Birmingham Royal Ballet, Culture Central, DanceXchange, mac Birmingham, One Dance UK, Sampad and two individual artists, who work in consultation with the city and wider West Midlands dance sector.

